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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims: 



1 . (currently amended) An information processing apparatus which is connected to other 
information processing apparatuses and which depypts and uses encrypted information under 
the control of a control apparatus, charact e riz e d py said information processing apparatus 
comprising: 

transmission means for transmitting stdrag e \n e ans for storing appropriate proxy account 

settlement information fef-to said crther infonpation processing apparatuses; 

requ e sting m e ans for r e questing said/oAer information proc e ssing apparatus e s to provid e 

appropriate accounting information according to ^aid proxy account s e ttlement information 

// 

stored in said storag e m e ans; 



first reception means 
information processing appar 



br receiving pai^c<Sounting information sent by from said other 
tuses , said/accounting information related to payment of media 



contents received directly by said other information/processing apparatuses from said control 
apparatus, wherein said accounung information iy generated in accordance with said proxy 



account settlement information in\ e spjbnse to the r e qu e st from said requ e sting m e ans 

sending means for sending sa^aco [jlnting information received by said first reception 

means to said control apparatus; 

second reception means for deceiving the-registration conditions from said control 

apparatus, said registration conditions p repared based on the results of the-account settlement 

performed according to said accounting information s e nt by said s e nding m e ans and r e ceiv e d 
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from said control apparatus ; and 

control means for controlling the operatior 
based on said registration conditions r e c e iv e d by 



of said information processing apparatus . 



aid s e cond r e c e ption means . 



( 

2. (currently amended) An information processing method for an information processing 
apparatus which is connected to other inforfnatton processing apparatuses and which decrypts 
and uses encrypted information under the control of a control apparatus, characterized by said 



er^ie 



Kran/mitting appropriate proxy account settlement 



information processing method cor^frrising 
a storag e transmission stejp of storir 
information fe^to_said other information price^ing^a^aratuses 

a r e qu e sting st e p of requ e sting saidioth e r information proc e ssing apparatus e s to provid e 
appropriat e accounting information according to said p/oxy account settl e m e nt information 
stor e d in said storag e st e p; 

a first reception step of receiving/sdkl-accodnting information s e nt by from said other 



information processing apparatuse s, said accounting information related to payment of media 



contents received directly by said other in 



brmation processing apparatuses from said control 



a pparatus, wherein said accounting information is generated in accordance with said proxy 
account settlement information in r e spons e to th e r e qu e st from said r e qu e sting st e p ; 

a sending step of sending said accounting information received by said first reception 
step to said control apparatus; / 

a second reception step of Receiving the-registration conditions from said control 
a pparatus, said registration conditions p repared based on the results of the-account settlement 
performed according to said accojLiting information s e nt by said s e nding step and rec e iv e d from 
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said control apparatus ; and ; 

a controfistep of controlling the operation of said information processing apparatus , based 
on said registration conditions r e c e iv e d by said s e cond r e c e ption st e p . 

3. (currently amended) A providing medium that provides a computer-readable program 

for executing a proqess to an information processing apparatus which is connected to other 
1 

information processing apparatuses and which decrypts and uses encrypted information under 
the control of acpmrt»l apparatus, charact e riz e d in that said process compris e s comprising : 

a storag e transmission step of storing transmitting appropriate proxy account settlement 
informatioryie^to saidlother information processing apparatuses; 

a r e qu e sting st e ) t of r e questing said oth e r information proc ess ing apparatus e s to provid e 



appropriate! accounting iqfcnmation according to said proxy account s e ttl e ment information 



\ ic-^-n 

stored in saic^storag e st e p; I 

a first reception st\p of receiving said-accounting information s e nt by from said other 
information processing appkratuses , said accounting information related to payment of media 

apparatus, wherein said acco%iftng information is generated in accordance with said proxy 
account settlement information in r e spons e to th e r e qu e st from said r e qu e sting st e p : 

a sending step of sending said accounting information received by said first reception 
step to said control apparatus; ^ 

a second reception step df receiving the-registration conditions from said control 

\ 
\ 

apparatus, said registration conditions p repared based on the results of the-account settlement 

i 

performed according to said accounting information s e nt by said sending step and r e c e iv e d from 

\ 
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said control ap; 




and 



a contfol step of controlling the operation of said information processing apparatus , based 
on said registratl^|i^nditions r e c e iv e d by said s e cond r e c e ption st e p . 

4-7. (canceled)' 




8. (new) An information processing systepi for processing media contents from a content 
provider, comprising: 

at least one information processing apparatus; 
^ ^ a control apparatus configured to control the flow of said media contents from said 

content provider to said at least one information processing apparatus; and 

a master information processing apparatus in communication with said at least one 
information processing apparatus and said iontrol apparatus, said master information processing 
apparatus including: 

a first transmitter to transmit appropriate proxy account settlement information to 
said at least one information processing apparatus; 

a first receiver to receive /accounting information from said at least one 
information processing apparatus, said accounting information related to payment for 
media contents received directly by said other information processing apparatuses from 
said content provider, wherein said accounting information generated in accordance with 
said proxy account settlement Information, and used to perform account settlement with 
said control apparatus; 

a second transmitter to transmit said accounting information received from said 



8 
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first receiver to said control apparamis; and 

a second receiver to receiv? registration conditions from said control apparatus, 
said registration conditions prepa led in accordance with said account settlement 
performed with said control app/ratus. 

/ 

9. (new) The information processing system of claim 8, wherein said control apparatus 
includes a service provider. 



10. (new) The information processing system of claim 8, wherein said information 
processing system includes an elecjronic music distribution system. 



1 1 . (new) The information processing system of claim 8 , wherein said first transmitter 
transmits said appropriate proxy account settlement information to said at least one information 
processing apparatus over a locai-area network. 



12. (new) The information processing system of claim 8, wherein said second transmitter 
in said master information processing apparatus transmits said accounting information to said 
control apparatus over a wide-area network. 
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